
A Basic Guide To 
Your Tenancy Agreement 

With The Sheiling Trust 
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This booklet contains a lot of information. If you need help 
in understanding what it means, it would be a good idea 
to ask a friend or relative to read it with you. 



About Your Agreement 
 
This document is about you living in ……………………. House in the  
Lantern Community. It can help you to get Housing Benefit to pay 
for some of the costs, if you qualify for it. 
 
So that we could make this document as suitable as possible for 
the way we live together in a Camphill community, we worked 
together with Forsters Solicitors of Grosvenor Street, London, who 
are the solicitors for the Camphill Village Trust, and with Partners 
Foundation of Rochdale, Lancashire, who know a lot about 
housing for people with special needs. 
 
Everyone agreed that a simple Tenancy in the form of a letter 
from the Landlord, The Sheiling Trust, is the most suitable. It is the  
intention of The Sheiling Trust to give Assured Tenancy rights to all 
those people who wish to live in a Sheiling Trust property.  
It explains what is expected from you if you live in a house in The 
Lantern Community. It goes together with the Agreement, which 
is already understood when someone comes to live in The  
Lantern Community, even though that agreement is not written 
down. The letter has been written in plain English, avoiding  
complicated legal words, to try to make sure that everybody can 
understand it. 
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This  is  a  copy  of your   
Tenancy  Agreement 

 

This document is about you,……………………….………………………...Name) 
and your relationship with the Sheiling Trust (provider of your accommodation) 
and the Lantern Community (who support you living in this accommodation) 
from…………………………………….Date) 
 
You have a bedroom, located on the ……...in  ………….and the use of the 
shared areas of the house (sitting room, dining room, kitchen, laundry, bath-
room, garden), together with the public buildings, shops, workshops and land, 
which make up The Lantern Community. 
 
The weekly charge to you will be £……….for your rent and £…….for your 
counselling and support, giving a total of £………….(and this needs to be paid 
when you are asked to do so) 
         
The charge is looked at every year and may be changed at the beginning of 
April each year. This charge includes all heating, lighting and household costs, 
but not food. 
 
You  have  the  following  responsibilities. 
 

• To  pay  your  rent 
 
• Not  to  cause  a  nuisance  to  anyone  else  in  the  house 
 
• Not  to  be  violent  towards  anyone,  or  damage  their  property 
 
• Not  to  play  music  so  loudly  that  it  disturbs  others 

 
 
 
Name……………………….Signed………………………………….Companion 
 
Name……………………….Signed……………………    Secretary The Sheiling Trust
                T/A 14/10/02 
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This  booklet  is  to  help  you  understand  your   tenancy  
agreement 

This  agreement  is  made  between  you, 
 

………………………………………………………………………

And  your   landlord, 
 

The  Sheiling  Trust 

It  explains  the rights  and responsibilities  you have  whilst  
living  in  your  home  in the  Lantern  Community 
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You  are agreeing  to  pay  money  in  order  to  live  in  
your  home 

This  money  will  help  to  pay  for  services   
that  The  Sheiling  Trust  provides 

This  money  is  called  the  rent 

You  will  pay  £  …………..  each  week 

If  your  rent  changes  The  Sheiling  Trust  will  write  to  
you. 
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You  will  share  your  house  with  other  companions  and  
co-workers. 

 
Some  companions  have  their  own  room  and  some  

choose  to  share  their  room  with  others 

You  pay  rent 

You  can  have  a  key  to   
your  own  room 
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The  Sheiling  Trust,  as  the  owner  of  the  property,  will   
 

be  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of   
 

the  house  in  which  you  live,  including 
 

doing  any  repairs, 
 

making  sure  the  heating,  lighting  and  plumbing  work 
 

and insuring  the  house  against  fire  or  damage  
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You  pay  for  these  services 

Co—worker  support Laundry 

Lighting Food 

Water Heating 

Telephone Furniture 
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You  have  a  right  to  be  consulted  on  all   
matters  involving  your  home 

This  means  that  if  The   Sheiling  Trust  are  thinking  
about  making  changes  to  the  house,  they  will  
ask  you  what  you  think 

You  also  have  a  right  to  information  on  all  the  
policies  that   

The  Sheiling  Trust  has  regarding  your  home 

This  means  that  you  can  ask  questions  about  
how  and  why  decisions  are  made 

If  you  need  to  contact  The  Sheiling  Trust  you can  
write  to 

 
The Secretary 

The  Sheiling  Trust 
Central Office 
Horton Road 

Ringwood 
Hampshire BH24 2EB 

01425  482400 
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Living in The Lantern Community 

 
This  booklet   describes  the agreement  that  you  sign   
 
with  The  Sheiling  Trust. This booklet  also  mentions  two   
 
other   important  documents that  you  should  try  to  
 
 understand that are about living in a Camphill  
 
Community such as The Lantern. 
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Before  you choose to live as a Member of The Lantern  
 
Community and sign your tenancy agreement it is  
 
important that: 
 
You accept the guiding principles and practical aspects  
 
of life in general in a Camphill Community as described in  
 

• An Introduction to Camphill Communities 
 

and Life in the Lantern Community as described in 
 

• Choosing to Join the Lantern Community 
 
 
You continue to benefit in the future, in whatever way is right for 
your needs, from the support given to you by the Community in 
your daily life within the house, within the workplace, and in social 
and cultural activities, and that living as a member of the Lantern 
Community continues to be of mutual benefit to you and the rest 
of the Community 
 
 
You would be willing to consider a suitable alternative house 
within the Lantern Community,  if for your own  
well-being ,and with your agreement, it became  
necessary. 
 

I have been a party to assisting…………………………..in 
Understanding this guide and enclosed Tenancy 
 
Name;………………………..Signed…………………………. 
 
Date………………………….. 
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